December 1995 SMP Minutes

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - DRAFT
14th MEETING OF THE SHIPBOARD MEASUREMENTS PANEL

UNIVERSITY OF BREMEN, SEPTEMBER 27-29, 1995

The Shipboard Measurements Panel (SMP) met in Bremen with the aims of reviewing
the present status of the shipboard measurements program on the JOIDES Resolution.

Detailed information on the status of the Shipboard Measurements Program was
provided by ODP/TAMU representatives Jay Miller and Brad Julson. As usual, much of the
meeting was based on the detailed report provided by ODP/ TAMU.

Below a summary is presented of those items that led to some specific
recommendations by the panel:

Development of Cookbooks

Various cookbooks are in development for the shipboard laboratories and equipment.
The laboratory discussion groups, originally encouraged by SMP, have made good progress in
the writing of these cookbooks.

SMP is of the opinion that the physical properties laboratory and the MST track are the
most in need for a set of cookbooks. In addition concern was expressed that the cookbook
should address the use of standards and that reference to their measurement is made during
data generation. SMP members are willing to collaborate with ODP/TAMU in the production
of the cookbooks.

Recommendation 95-7

SMP strongly recommends that, as cookbooks are developed for the various
laboratories on board JOIDES Resolution, these cookbooks are double-checked by appropriate
members of the SMP so as to provide quality assurance for these cookbooks (or manuals).

SMP realizes that on occasion the need may arise for active participation by shipboard
scientists in those laboratory operations, that hitherto have been the domain of the shipboard
technical staff. The latter applies mainly to the use of shipboard XRD and XRF equipment.
Prior to the use of the latter equipment, permission must be obtained from the laboratory
officer, the staff scientist, as well as the co-chief scientists. This procedure is of importance to
assure proper use of the equipment as well as adherence to established procedures.

Recommendation 95-10

SMP appreciates the efforts being made by ODP/TAMU with regards the development
of cookbooks and procedure manuals for shipboard equipment. For such equipment that is
traditionally handled by ODP/TAMU personnel, it is of importance that any use by members
of the scientific party be allowed only after consultation with the Co-chiefs, the Staff Scientist,
and the Laboratory Officer. Special attention must be given to the assurance that procedures
laid out in the manuals are adhered to, so that the data collected will be consistent with the data
in the ODP database.

Data Preservation

Roger Larson informed the SMP that by only one vote the PCOM almost eliminated the
publication of the Scientific Results Volume of the ODP. He indicated that this subject may be
revived again in the future. This matter caused some concern by SMP, not necessarily with
regards the fact of elimination of this volume, but more with respect to the preservation of data
collected as a result of post-cruise science. If future reductions should occur in shipboard data
collection (a subject not supported by SMP - vide report of the March 95 SMP meeting), it will
be increasingly impotant that all data collected under post-cruise contracts and grants (by
whatever agency) are introduced in the ODP data base. Arguments that all post-cruise data
should find their way into the open published literature, are not necessarily valid, especially as
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